Montgomery,&
Restricts ‘3&
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By Minanpa S. SpIvack
ashington Post Staff Writer

The Montgomery County Council
brushed aside a vigorous lobbying cam-
paign by builders and voted 8 to 1 yester-
day to place new limits on the height of
single-family houses in the county’s older
neighborhoods.

The measure, which covers building
permits issued after Oct. 11, changes the
way height is measured and eliminates a
loophole that has allowed some builders
to construet homes exceeding the current
limit of 35 feet, as measured from the mid-
dle of the street.

The only dissenting vote was from
council member Steven A. Silverman (D-
At Large), who chairs a council commit-
tee that spent two years considering the
bill before approving a version last week.

Silverman has enjoyed heavy support
from developers and builders and has
amassed a substantial campaign treasury
for his expected run for next year’s Demo-
cratic_nomination for county execufive.
The bill’s sponsor, council member How-
ard A. Denis (R-Potomac-Bethesda), also
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Hhas received a substantial chiunk
6f his campaign funds from devel-
qpment intetests.
v Silverman said he opposed the
measure because it went too far.
“It is overly broad,” he said.
“Most homeowners in Montgom-
ery County are clueless about
what we are doing. This legisla-
tion was . . . to deal with a prob-
lem that exists in a narrow section
of Montgomery Couuty Silver-

years.

"Idon’tthmkat the end of the
day 30 feet, 32 fect or 35 feet is go-
ﬁng to make much difference,” he

“ Denis said he was flelighted by
the resuit, which he said would be-
m address-a problem he be-

is widespread, not limited

to his district.
"I'hmhasbeenafastenngpmb—

lem for a:decade,” Denis said.
ﬁn&erthenewmies height will

be measured from the front of a

house rather than from the street.
Houses will be Jimited to 30 feet
from the front tothe midpoint of
thé roof, or 35 feet to the peak.

The bill also eliminates the “ter-
race exception,” which sonte resi-
dents say has been used to build
taller houses, County

had allawed builders to mezsure‘a
fouse from a higher point on the -

property if it is terraced.

Larry Cafritz, 2 Bethesda build-
er who has acknowledged distrib-
uting an afonymous flier this fall
Suggestmg that the council might
be trying to take.away homeown-
ers’ property tights, said the new
regulation could cause builders to
lower popular pine- and 10£foot
ceilings.

But he said it also brought some
ty to acomhcatedma of lo+

"It w:ll solve a pro’bkm in cer-
mm’hemd

Cafrifz-sald a-house that meas-
ures 30 feef ti the midpoint of the
roof actually tould be taller, de-
pendingon the roof style. Builders
had coinplained thet Denia's origi-
nal p -which would have re-

ricted heights to 30 feet at the
peak of the roof, would have fim-
ited home design to flat roofs. He

agreed yesterdsy to tweak the
measure;

The bifl was approved after
some compiicated patliamentary
maneuvers. Denjs, worried that
Sﬂmmanscomnnﬂeehadmk
eneqd the measure Jast week, rein-
troduced his original bill with a
few changes. The coudeil eventu-
ally approved it, acutiling a sub-
stantial chunk of a version of the

bill developed in Silverman’s com-

_mittee.

Yesterday’s debate consumed
the council for almost four hours
and was watched closely by sever-
al builders and regidents in the au-
dience. [€ centered often on tech-
nical points, including efforts by
builders to pile up dirt to make
homes talter than their neighbors,
andfeamredashdeshuwbyDenw
that depicted several houses in Be-

‘thesda that appeared to tower

gur; their more modest neigh-
The measure will not affect con-
struction in Rockville or Gaithers-
burg, incorporated cities with
their own zoning rules. It also will
not heve an impact on many new
housing developments in Mont-
gomery County for which height
regulations have been set by site
plans approved by the county’s
planning department.



